Timeline of the Summit County Chapter of the American Red Cross

1910-1925:

1916:  Akron nurse Mary Gladwin, an avid national Red Cross volunteer, starts the Akron Chapter of the Red Cross. 

1917:  A canteen service was effectively organized for troop movements through Akron serving more than 29,000 servicemen in seven months.
1918: 1st permanent headquarters of the Akron Red Cross established at 144 E. Market Street, the old J.F. Seiberling homestead.

1918:  A Ford Sedan was purchased and used by the Home Services department.  Hundreds of volunteers helped families during the terrible Flu epidemic in October and November.
1921: Tuberculosis clinic opens to assist overwhelmed hospitals in Akron.

1924: Portage Lakes Life Saving Corp starts operation.

1926-1940: 

1930: Women’s Red Cross Life Saving Corps begins teaching first aid to women.
1934: Junior Red Cross members total 6,500. 
1936: Visiting Nurses Program launched in Summit County. 

1941-1955: 

1941:  A call to action to raise “war funds” resulted in the Chapter and greater Akron area raising $208,373.39 in just 21 days…the first campaign to meet its goal in the United States.

1942: First blood donor collection in Summit County.

1946: Headquarters moves to 82 S. High Street. 

   First Community Outreach Learn to Swim program

1947:  The Red Cross was requested by the superintendent of schools to provide nurses in the public schools to help the Health Education programs.

1950:  The first aquatic training class was held at the Akron City Hospital swimming pool to assist orthopedic cases and handicapped children.
1952: Bloodmobile units begin trips to Akron YMCA.

1956-1970: 

1963: First Youth Bloodmobile Day in Akron. 
1964: Red Cross sets up relief fund for victims of July 21 storm.
1966: Summit County Chapter receives fully equipped Mobile Canteen for local disaster relief.

1970: Junior Red Cross launches K.A.R.E. (Kindness, Aid, Respect, and Enthusiasm), offering support to the elderly and children with handicaps. 
1971-1985: 

1972: Summit County Chapter first to reach 100% in project funds to locate and assist underprivileged families. 


1973: S.S.I. (Supplemental Security Income) Alert Program launched. 

1975: Summit County Chapter moves to 501 West Market Street. 

1976:  Red Cross volunteers responded to the worst winter storm and blizzard in Ohio’s history, providing help and support to more than 1,300 storm victims.

1982:  Akron police officer, Thomas Wolfe, became only the third person to receive a Red Cross certificate of Merit for having saved a two year old from drowning.


1984: First issue of Chapter’s ARCourier newsletter published.

1989:  The Red Cross set up an emergency shelter for South Akron residents who were forced from their homes due to an explosive train derailment.
1986-2000: 

1986: The University of Akron and Kent State University hold first competition for blood donations.
1986: United Way/Red Cross campaign opens Goodyear Aerospace airdock to public. 

1989: Red Cross aids victims of Ohio Valley floods. 

1991:  The formation of a support group for military families began in response  “Operation Desert Storm.”
1995: New Fairlawn donor center opens.

1995:  The chapter was called upon for help and sent volunteers and staff to assist families recovering from floods and mudslides in California.
1999:  The Chapter’s CEO Wayne Brennessel was called to action at the director of operations at Fort Dix, assisting over 4,000 refugees from Kosovo who were being resettled in cities around the country.


2001-2006:

2001: Groundbreaking for new 501 building at 501 West Market Street. 
2001:  The Summit County Chapter is one of the first Chapter’s in the country to respond to the terrorists acts of September 11th.  CEO Wayne Brennessel directs all relief operations at “Ground Zero.” 

2002: Red Cross celebrates “Grand Opening” of their $7 million dollar state-of-the-art service center and blood donor center.
2005: Summit County Chapter sends more than 300 volunteers to New Orleans to assist victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

